
Celebrating 80 years of the Parish Church of St. Mary in Wrotham Road, Gravesend

An Oak Jubilee: 1938-2018





This book is a short history and celebration of our church which for 80 years has been a place of Christian worship, fellowship and community. A church is 
more than a building, it’s the people who are actually ‘church’ in this place and we have a rich history to share.
For material relating to the origins and first 50 years of the church this volume draws heavily on ‘A Golden Jubilee, The Parish Church of St. Mary in 
Wrotham Road, Gravesend 1938-1988’.  
Additional material for the following thirty years was compiled by Iain Kitchener with support from a number of long serving members of the current 
congregations.

“To the Greater Glory of God was this Church built,
To the Greater Glory of God were these gifts given,
To the Greater Glory of God have people worshipped and served here,
May we, and future generations, keep faith with those who have left us this heritage.”                         From the inscription on the foundation stone at the east end.

Welcome to this history of Saint Mary’s Church.



The following are photos of the vicars of St Mary’s Wrotham Road from 1938-1988.  Also included is a copy of 
the text ‘A Golden Jubilee’ which was compiled in 1987 by Ron Cole (Reader) with the help of Mr T. Plackett 
and published to celebrate 50 years since the opening of the building on the current site.

The picture below is of the church choir before 1938.

1938-1988



Rev Harold Pickup 1951-1957                                                                                                                              Rev Alan Dunstan 1957-1963 
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Rev Michael David 1963-1978                                                                                                                         Rev Osmond Lall (assistant clergy) 1976-1984
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Rev Anthony Atherton 1978-1987  
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The old ‘tin hut’ church in Dashwood Road which became the hall when the new building opened in Wrotham Road in 1938.
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Early photos showing the interior of the church, the choir, key office holders and clergy.  Note the ciborium around the altar which indicates that the church was once more catholic.
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Photo taken at Repton for Michael David’s Installation after leaving St Mary’s.
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Previous page: The Rev Pickup and a poster encouraging people to join in the works on the hall.                   This page:  The church as it was before reordering in the early 1990s.
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Anthony and Veronica Atherton’s last Sunday at St. Mary’s.
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The following photos are of the clergy following on from 
1988 to the present day.

Many things have changed since the golden jubilee.  
The church has changed to embrace women priests, 
servant ministry and renewed its role in the community 
on a number of occasions.  

Notably the church was a significant contributor to the 
development of the hospice in the parish, of which we 
have been involved in the chaplaincy.  During this 
period the church also developed it’s children’s work, 
pioneering family activity days in the 1990s and in later 
years holiday clubs and a thriving toddler group led by 
Vic Twine and Trish Macklin. 

Our worship has also seen many changes, from the 
introduction of the ASB to Common Worship, the shift 
from choir to music group, the emergence of cafe 
worship and fresh expressions of church such as the 
monthly Messy Church run in the hall.

We’ve had our ups and downs but St. Mary’s is once 
again ‘a church on the move’.

The following photos are presented in roughly 
chronological order and represent many events and 
aspects of the life of our church community.  They also 
serve as a reminder of friends old and new, many now 
gone.

We hope that in twenty years time a new book will be 
made to celebrate 100 years in this place…

1988-2018
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Rev Chris Kitchener (vicar) 1988-1997 & Rev Carol Kitchener (Assistant Clergy) 1992-1997                                                                                                             Rev Richard Hayes 1997-2002     
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Rev Ruth Oats 2003-2013                                                                                                                                                Rev Trudi Oliver 2014- 
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Vic and Janet twine’s wedding, Carol Kitchener and photos of church BBQs and Choir Camp at Cobham Hall.
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All change!  With Richard’s arrival the church begins a period of Servant Ministry in the local community.
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Carnivals, music and children’s work.
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Lots of social events including those organised by Joan Gibson, the organist and choir mistress for many years.
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A range of events at church during Trudi’s first few years.
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The festival of lights and a deanery picnic in Woodland’s park.





St. Mary’s holds the first summer fete we’ve had for many years.
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To the Greater Glory of God was this 
Church built,

To the Greater Glory of God were these 
gifts given,

To the Greater Glory of God have 
people worshipped and served here,

May we, and future generations, keep 
faith with those who have left us this 

heritage.
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About this book

This book is the property of St. Mary’s church 
Gravesend.  
It should not be removed.

Many thanks to those who loaned photographs 
for this book.  Some photos from the collection of 
Barbara Ingram, Iain Kitchener and those to be 
found hung in the church building itself.
In addition within the church there are a range of 
photo books made after summer holiday clubs.
An increasing range of images can be found on 
the church website at: http://
www.stmarysgravesend.org.uk/
and the Facebook page at: https://
www.facebook.com/stmcgravesend/



1938-2018


